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 Agenda 

 Questions 

9/20/2013 

2 



FORMS   

 

 Updated forms are dated July 2013.  Input from 

previous forms trainings resulted in minor 

changes to some forms.  Earlier versions should 

not be used after today. 

 Forms are available at 

http://edu.wyoming.gov/Programs/special_ed

ucation/special_education_forms.aspx 

 All forms have been updated in SEAS and are 

available for use beginning today (9/20/13) 
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Forms with Significant Changes 

 E-1: Referral – Special 

Education 

 E-2: PWN, Consent for 

Evaluation 

 I-4: Individualized 

Education Program 

(IEP), specifically: 

 

 Page 2, 6 and 7, 8 
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Optional Check List 
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The Multi-Tool 

9/20/2013 

8 



Prior Written Notice 

34 C.F.R. §300.503 

 Written notice that meets must be given to the parents of a 

child with a disability a reasonable time before the public 

agency— 

 Proposes to initiate or change the identification, evaluation, or 

educational placement of the child or the provision of FAPE to the 

child; or 

 Refuses to initiate or change the identification, evaluation, or 

educational placement of the child or the provision of FAPE to the 

child. 

9/20/2013 

9 



PWN Content 

 PWN must include: 

 Description of the action proposed or refused  

 Explanation of why action is proposed or refused 

 Descriptions of evaluation procedures, assessments, records, 

or reports  used as a basis for the proposed or refused 

action; 

 Procedural safeguards  

 Sources for parents to contact for assistance 

 Description of other options that the IEP Team considered 

with reasons for being refused 

 Description of other relevant factors to the proposal or 

refusal 
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Must be in Understandable Language 

 Understandable language means: 

 Understandable to the general public 

 In the native language of the parent or other mode of 

communication used by the parent 

 If the native language or other mode of communication 

of the parent is not a written language, the public 

agency must: 

 Translate orally or by other means to the parent in his 

or her native language or other mode of 
communication AND 

 Ensure that the parent understands the content AND 

 Provide written evidence that the requirements have 

been met. 
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PWN’s Purpose 

PWN triggers the parent’s opportunity to 

object to what is being proposed or 

refused. 
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It All Starts Here 
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IDEA 

Ch 7 
W.S. 

21.2.701 



Screening 

 Screening 
 Developmental 

 Hearing 

 Vision 

 

 The results of the screenings are used to determine 
whether or not there is a need for further evaluation. 

 

* Please note:  screenings are not required and shall not 
interfere with a direct referral for evaluation. 
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The Referral 

34 C.F.R. §300.301(b)  

 Request for initial evaluation. 

 Consistent with the consent requirements, either a parent 

of a child or a public agency may initiate a request for 
an initial evaluation to determine if the child is a child 

with a disability. 

 Important procedural safeguards must attach at the 

point of the referral. 
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Processing the Referral  

 Upon receipt of a referral, it must be processed: 

 Interventions? 

 Evaluation? 

 Make sure you thoroughly describe: 

 PWN declining to conduct an evaluation, or 

 Plan the evaluation. 
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Referral Processing 

No suspicion  

 Issue a PWN declining to 

conduct the evaluation. 

 Thoroughly document the 

reasons the team DOES 

NOT suspect a disability or 

need for special 

education.  

Suspicion 

 Propose an evaluation 

 Issue PWN 

 Obtain consent  

 Evaluate 
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PWN: Consent for Evaluation 

34 C.F.R. §§300.300-300.305 

 This form is used for the initial evaluation and for all 

reevaluations. 

 The sequence is important!  Follow the form. 
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Initial Evaluation 

C.F.R. §§300.304 – 300.306 

 The public agency must conduct a full and individual 

initial evaluation before the initial provision of special 

education and related services  

 Evaluation must consist of procedures 

 To determine if the child is a child with a disability  

 To determine the educational needs of the child 
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INITIAL EVALUATION FLOWCHART 

34 C.F.R. §300.305 (a)(2)(i)(A) 
Initial Evaluation Determination: 

1. Does the child have an IDEA 

disability? 

AND 
2.  Does the child need special 

education and related services?   



Review of Existing Data 

34 C.F.R. §300.305(a) 

 Evaluation begins with a review of existing data 

 And, team must determine  

 What, if any, additional assessments are needed to answer 

the evaluation questions. 

 If needed, data must be collected to answer ALL 

evaluation questions 
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What are the Assessment 

Requirements?  

34 C.F.R §300.304 

 Variety of assessment tools and strategies  

 A single measure or assessment may not be used as the 

sole criterion for determining eligibility 

 Use of technically sound instruments 

 Child is assessed in all areas related to suspected 

disability 

 Evaluation must be comprehensive and identify all of the 

child’s special education and related service needs 
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Pieces of a Comprehensive 

Evaluation  

 Review of existing  evaluation data 

 Variety of tools and strategies 

 Information provided by the parents 

 May need to look at other eligibility areas 

 Observations 

 Classroom based observations 

 Observations by teachers and related service providers 

 In an environment appropriate for a child of that age 
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Cogni ve	
Abili es	

Academic	Skills	

Communi-
ca on	Skills	

Social	or	
Emo onal	

Skills	

Func onal	
Skills	

Physical	or	
Motor	Skills	

Vision	or	
Hearing	

Condi ons	

Comprehensive	Evalua on:	Eligibility	&	Need	

Ques ons		

Conduct	

Assessments	Answer	

Ques ons	

Generate	
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Evaluation Report  

34 C.F.R. §300.306(a)(2) 

 Once the evaluation is complete, a report must be 

generated to summarize assessment results. Upon 

completion of the administration of assessments and 

other evaluation measures –  

 The public agency provides a copy of the evaluation report 

and documentation of eligibility at no cost to the parent. 
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Eligibility 

34 C.F.R. §§300.8 and 300.306(a) 

 Eligibility is a two-prong test. 

 The student must meet the criteria in one of the 13 

categories, AND 

 Must, by reason thereof, need special education.  

 If a child only needs a related service and NOT special 

education, the child is not a child with a disability under  

IDEA. 
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Notice of Team Meeting 

34 C.F.R. §300.322 

 Used throughout the process to summon together a 

team to collectively address student needs 

 Requirements  

 Be given to parents early enough to ensure that they will 

have an opportunity to attend 

 Schedule meeting at a mutually agreed on time and place  

 Indicate purpose, time and location, and who will be in 

attendance  
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When Must IEPs Be in Effect? 

34 C.F.R. §300.323(c) 

 An initial IEP must be developed within 30 days of a 

determination that the child needs special education 

and related services, AND 

 As soon as possible following the development of the IEP. 
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The IEP: 

A Living Document 

 A living document is a document which may be 

continually edited, evolving over time. 

 This should be the most meaningful document in a 

student’s educational career. 
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The student’s story should 

come alive, starting here. 
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The PLAAFP Connection 

34 C.F.R. §300.320(a) 

 Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional 

Performance 

 The description must contain: 

 Sufficient detail to allow the IEP team to determine the extent of the 
child's abilities and special education needs 

 How the child’s disability affects the child’s involvement and progress 
in the general education curriculum  

 How the disability affects the child’s participation in appropriate 
activities 

 Link together eval results and PLAAFP across environments 
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Sources:  Evaluations, progress 

monitoring, any prior IEPs, teacher 

and parent reports, etc. 

 

This information should be 

MEANINGFUL & RELEVANT. 
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Special Considerations  

34 C.F.R. §300.324(a)(2)(i) – (v) 

 Team must take into account 6 special 

factors when developing every IEP   

 These factors guide the team to other areas 

of the IEP to address student needs 
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Extended School Year (ESY) 

What it is 

34 C.F.R. §300.106 

 Anytime special education and related services are provided 
outside of the child’s normal preschool schedule           
(something in excess of the regular schedule) 

 MUST be individualized and is required to ensure FAPE 

 Can be conducted throughout the year ; not just over the 

summer and during breaks 

 Must be considered at least annually; provided as needed 

 Check out WDE guidance at: http://edu.wyoming.gov/sf-

docs/special-programs/ta_esy_reference_guide_final_2013mar12.pdf 
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ESY: Maintaining of Skills 

 

 Here is a partial list of possible factors the court identified to 

be considered when determining ESY services:  

 The degree of impairment;  

 The degree of regression;  

 The recovery time from this regression;  

 The child’s behavioral and physical challenges;  

 The availability of alternative resources;  

 The areas of the child’s curriculum which need continuous 

attention;   

 

9/20/2013 

51 



9/20/2013 

52 



Goals Must be Measurable, i.e. 

Quantifiable 

34 C.F.R. §300.320(a)(2) 

 An IEP must include a statement of measurable annual 

goals, including academic and functional goals 

designed to – 

 Meet the child's needs that result from the child's disability to 

enable the child to be involved in and make progress in the 

general education curriculum; and 

 Meet each of the child's other educational needs that result 

from the child's disability. 
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Measurable goals 

SMART goals: 

Specific 

Measurable 

Achievable 

Results oriented & relevant 

Time bound 
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     If Progress Means Educational                                              

Benefit......... 

C.F.R. § 300.324(b) 

 What does a lack of progress mean? 

 “If a student fails to make progress within a reasonable period of 

time, the district must convene an IEP meeting to address the 

student's lack of progress.  A district's continuation of inadequate 

services will almost certainly be regarded as a denial of FAPE.” 

District of Columbia Pub. Schs., 49 IDELR 267 (D.D.C. 2008) 
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    Lack of Progress: Procedural Steps 

1. Review the IEP and confirm implementation. 

2. Re-convene the IEP team to review the lack of 

expected progress, or 

3. Revise the IEP by agreement, if appropriate. 

4. Recalibrate instructional practices to match 

changes. 

5. Measure Progress. 
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 Remember the 4 Rs 

 

RECONVENE 

REVIEW 

RESTRATEGIZE   

REVISE 
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Specially Designed Instruction  

34 C.F.R. §300.39 

 Specially designed instruction means adapting, as 

appropriate to the needs of the child who is eligible, the 

content, methodology, or delivery of instruction  

 Addresses the unique needs of the child AND 

 Ensures access of the child to the general curriculum 

 NOTE: The definition of special education includes physical 

education, travel training, and vocational education. 
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Former Categories 

 Engagement 

 Independence 

 Social Relationships 
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New Categories 

 IN – Specialized Instruction 

 SS - Speech Services (only for children identified as S/L) 

 PE - Adaptive 

 TT - Travel Training 
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Related Services 

34 C.F.R. §300.34 

 Related services means developmental, corrective, 

and other supportive services as are required to 

assist a child with a disability to benefit from special 

education.   
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Supplementary Aids and Services 

34 C.F.R. §300.42 

 Supplementary aids and services 

 Aid services and other supports 

 Provided in regular education classes 

 Enable the child to be educated with typically developing 

peers 
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Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) 

34 C.F.R. §§300.114 through 300.118. 

 Unless the IEP of a child with a disability requires some 

other arrangement, the child is educated in the 

school that he or she would attend if nondisabled. 

 A child with a disability should not be removed from 

education in age-appropriate classrooms solely 

because of needed modifications in the general 

education curriculum. 
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LRE Applied to Preschools 

 

L.B. v. Nebo Sch. Dist., 41 IDELR 206 (10th Cir. 2004).  Parents 

of a child with an autism spectrum disorder were entitled to 
reimbursement for the reasonable costs of ABA services 

and a supplementary aide, after the 10th Circuit Court of 

Appeals ruled that the district's proposed preschool setting 

wasn't the child's LRE. It determined the child benefited 

more from her parents' mainstream placement in a private 
preschool than she would have from the district's "hybrid" 

classroom. 
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Notice and Consent for Services 

34 C.F.R. §300.300(b) 

 The region must obtain informed consent from the 

parent of the child before the initial provision of 

special education and related services to the child.   
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IEP Amendment 

34 C.F.R. §300.324(a) 

 Changes to the IEP may be made at an IEP team 

meeting or by amending the IEP  

 The parent and the public agency must agree to 

amend the IEP 

 Upon request, a parent must be provided with a 

revised copy of the IEP with the amendments 
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Amendments cannot 

replace the annual IEP. 



Reevaluation 

34 C.F.R. §300.303 

 A public agency must ensure that a reevaluation of 
each child with a disability is conducted 

 If the public agency determines the educational 
or related service needs, including improved 
academic achievement and functional 
performance, of the child warrant a reevaluation; 
or 

 If the child’s parent or teacher requests a 
reevaluation. 
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Reevaluation 

 A reevaluation  

 May not occur more than once a year, unless the 

parent and the public agency agree otherwise; and  

 Must occur at least once every 3 years, unless the 

parent and the public agency agree that a 

reevaluation is unnecessary. 

 The agreement to NOT reevaluate must occur before the 

reevaluations begins. 
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Cogni ve	
Abili es	

Academic	Skills	

Communi-
ca on	Skills	

Social	or	
Emo onal	

Skills	

Func onal	
Skills	

Physical	or	
Motor	Skills	

Vision	or	
Hearing	

Condi ons	

Comprehensive	Evalua on:	Eligibility	&	Need	

Ques ons		

Conduct	

Assessments	Answer	

Ques ons	

Generate	
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Termination of Eligibility 

34 C.F.R. §300.305(e) 

 A public agency must evaluate a child with a 

disability before determining that the child is no 

longer a child with a disability.   
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Questions? 
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Contact Us 
Becca Walk: 307-777-6972 or by email rebecca.walk1@wyo.gov 

Sarah Compton: 307-777-8762  or by email sarah.compton1@wyo.gov  
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